
What is your impression about the exhibition and the quality of the dogs?

New Year Moscow had met me with serious traffic jams, but the main event of Russian Dobermann Club - 19th national exhibition dedicated to the 10th anniversary of the introduction of Russian Dobermann Club in IDS, its excellent organization, beautiful dogs in the ring, a friendly chat with breeders, fanciers after the rings, created a festive mood.

The exhibition was perfectly organized: a spacious ring allows to show dogs in motion, while the design and decoration created an atmosphere of festivity and celebration. 

The quality of the dogs exhibited in the ring was very high. I have put only 1 "very good" mark of 70 exhibitors. All other participants were deservedly awarded the highest marks. I've been several times at the  exhibitions in Russia as an expert and noted the high level of dogs, but now it seemed to me that dogs are even better. 

Almost all dogs showed excellent movement. Only a few dogs this time were not able to show themselves in the dynamics, and it seems to me, in these cases it was the handlers who had failed. 

There were no comments on the teeth. One or two dogs, I have noted, had one extra premolar which is not a disadvantage. 

I would like to note on good character of dogs at the show: only a few have expressed uncertainty when showing teeth, but in most cases, the dog showed self-confidence, poise with excellent temperament.

Do you have any comments on the training and showing dogs?

At the exhibition there were handlers  with lack of training. For example, when it was necessary to show the dog teeth, handlers threw the ball, thereby arousing or distracting the dog. This is strange, because the examination takes place always on the same scheme: first demonstration of the teeth, then movement, then stand. Even if a person enters the exhibition for the first time, after watching the 10th dog the order of examination should be clear to him. Perhaps we should organize training courses for handlers ... 

The problem of the quality display is not in Russia only. For example, in Germany, not all people show dogs qualitatively. Today I also had made a few remarks to handlers in cases where the manner of display frankly spoiled the dog, i.e. I saw that the dog was actually better than it was demonstrated by the handler. For example, many people in an effort to emphasize the high front of the dog remove hind leg too far, while the metatarsus are not vertical with respect to the floor but inclined. Furthermore, in this manner rather weak spin does not look well. 

However, basically, the dogs were well prepared and displayed. 

What would you like to mention?

After the rings we have held an open dialogue with fans of the breed. In a warm and friendly conversation, each had the opportunity to ask questions or express their opinions. It was nice to exchange greetings of Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and wishes of good health, happiness and prosperity.

The main topic for discussion was a ban on cropping which will come into force on 01.01.2015, with the change in the standard. This matter has been discussed for more than 20 years and Doberman Club of Germany and at various seminars in other countries. Fanciers have to understand the fact that the ban on cropping is inevitable, and every year more and more countries joined the ban at the state level. We have to get used to the un cropped Doberman: because it is the same Doberman, its beauty, character, temperament, its essence has not changed. 

Dogs born after 01.01.2015, must be not un cropped if the owner, breeder relies on his dog show career and putting it to German test breeding ZTP. 

In addition, as of 01.01.2015 the ZTP-starter is cancelled, that is, a condition of admission to ZTP becomes ZTP of both parents. 

We attach great importance to this test. With the introduction of ZTP we were able to weed out the frankly cowardly and uncontrolled-aggressive dogs. 30 years ago in Germany at the show in front of nicknames was the mark - aggressive (or aggressive). I watch the dog's teeth at the show myself and can appreciate some of the nuances of the dog's reaction to my touch. I can say that the problem with variations in the nature are virtually absent today. I can draw this conclusion on the basis of a number examinations during  last few years IDC and the WC. 

In most cases, aggressive behavior is caused by improper upbringing and lack of socialization. One Doberman owner was very pleased that his six-month dog does not let his wife's mother on the couch. I tried to convince him that the moment will come when the dog will not let let him on the couch, to which he replied ironically enough. After some time, such a moment had come. The behavior of the dog proved to be un adjustable and the owners had to part with it.

What suggestions do you have for fans of Russian breed?

Dobermans in Russia are of highest breed. Breeders of many countries would be delighted if the quality of their livestock were the same. 

Previously, I had comments on condition of dogs, because some of the dogs demonstrated at the shows had insufficient conditions. But now Dobermans are in great shape! 

I understand that the exhibition is only happy the participant who won. But to get into the display, to get the highest score at the exhibition of such rank, is very prestigious. The difference in quality between the winners and dogs dogs in the display was so small that sometimes I needed time to make a choice.

I wish all Russian owners, breeders, fans of Dobermans good health, success and prosperity in the New 2015 and, of course, to maintain a high level of Russian Dobermans! 

I thank the organizers for the invitation and perfectly organized event. I hope that in the future I will be able to examine at exhibitions held by the Russian Doberman Club.


